The alcoholic solution of the foregoing chloride was shaken in the atmosphere of hydrogen in the presence of Pt02-Pt-black under about 2 atm.-pressure.
After evaporating alcohol from the decolourized solution the base (XIII), 5,18, 9,14-(2, 3,11,12-tetramethoxy)-dibenzo-6, 7,15, 16-tetrahydropyridocoline, was precipitated with an excess of alkali. Studies on the Synthesis of Dibenzopyridocoline-Derivatives (I). 217 (XIV), 5,18, 9,14-(2, 3,11,12-tetramethoxy)-dibenzo-8,17-dehydropyrido colinium salt, was assigned to the dehydro-products of (XIII). The colour change of the free base (XIII) in the air is, therefore, provably due to the formation of the quaternary ammonium base and so far as we are aware such aerial dehydrogenation involving the con version of a tertiary amine into a quarternary base is quite novel.
Our investigations upon the synthesis of the remaining three dibenzopyridocolines (IV, V and VI)-derivatives are now under pro gress and the results will be published in due course.
